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By Michele Armand

EUGENE - This year's field burning season may be over but the push to ban the practice
permanently because of potential health risks is still a hot issue.

The Oregon Toxics Alliance hosted a town hall meeting tonight (Wednesday) to talk about the
effects of exposure to field burning smoke.

The organization has collected more than 500 signatures in support of a petition to end field
burning and seek a court order to stop burning in Oregon.

"It's not illegal however because of the new research that's been done about how dangerous
breathing field burning smoke is to lungs we now know it's a public health nuisance,” said Lisa
Arkin of Oregon Toxics Alliance.

Arkin says the smoke from field burning can increase the rates of asthma, chronic disease

and heart problems however, many farmers who oppose a ban, say field burning is an integral
part of farm life.

Find this article at:
http://www.kval.com/news/local/11338271.html
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